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1.

PURPOSE OF THE REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

The purpose of this request is to seek proposals identifying Environmental Farm Plan Group Planning for the
BC Agricultural Research and Development Corporation (ARDCorp) with respect to the delivery of the
Environmental Farm Plan (EFP) and Beneficial Management Practices (BMP) Programs.

BACKGROUND

2.1.ARDCorp

ARDCorp is a wholly-owned subsidiary of the British Columbia Agricultural Council (BCAC). Its mandate is to
deliver incentive programs to farmers and ranchers, manage projects designed to improve the
competitiveness and sustainability of BC farms and provide administrative support for BCAC.

ARDCorp currently delivers several programs to BC farmers and ranchers on behalf of the provincial and
federal governments, including EFP and BMP. Two years of funding (ending March 31, 2013) remain for these
programs and ARDCorp wishes to provide an alternative method for producers to engage in the programs and
take advantage of these initiatives.

2.2. Environmental Farm Plan and Beneficial Management Practices Programs
The EFP Program is a voluntary, confidential, free-of-charge assessment for producers to engage a trained
Planning Advisor to assist them in completing an environmental risk assessment of their farming operation(s).

The BMP Program is a cost-shared funding program that allows producers to access funds to off-set the cost of
implementing environmentally beneficial projects that were identified in the EFP process.

SUBMISSIONS

Parties interested in responding to this request are asked to submit a proposal meeting the requirements
outlined in the Environmental Farm Plan: Group Planning proposal guidelines attached to this document. Your
response is expected to be a comprehensive proposal.

INSTRUCTIONS TO RESPONDENTS

4.1. Confidentiality

Submissions will be reviewed by senior program staff and program funding partners. Submissions will
not be made public and all information submitted will remain strictly confidential.

4.2.Closing Date:
12 pm Noon (PST) Wednesday, November 30, 2011

4.3.Evaluation Criteria and Process
Responses will be evaluated based on the proposal meeting the attached guidelines and requirements.

We anticipate an iterative and collaborative approach in selecting proposals eligible for funding. All
submissions will be reviewed by senior staff and funding partners. Further discussions may be held with
proponents whose submissions are believed to meet ARDCorp’s needs.

4.4.Contract Award
This request should not be construed as a contract for services.
ARDCorp reserves the right to accept any submission, or reject all submissions.
ARDCorp reserves the right to modify the terms of this request at any time at their discretion.

ARDCorp will contact all respondents with the final decision.
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4.5.Terms of Contract
The anticipated term of the contract is for the remainder of the program year, ending March 31, 2012.

4.6.Questions during Request Period

Enquiries regarding this request should be directed to Heather Carriere, EFP/BMP Program Manager,
ARDCorp, at heather@ardcorp.ca.

4.7.Submission of Response
Please submit one electronic PDF copy of the response to:

Heather Carriere

Program Manager

B.C. Agricultural Research & Development Corporation

Email: heather@ardcorp.ca

ARDCorp will not be responsible for any costs associated with the preparation of responses.
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